2.5a Media codes used to convey meaning, create impact and/or engage audiences

	Media codes
	Ways that meaning, impact and/or engagement are created using…

	· Technical
· Symbolic
· Written
	· Animations
· Audio
· Camera techniques
· Colour
· Graphics
· Interactivity
· Lighting
· Mise-en-scene
· Movement
· Transitions
· Typography




Task: Define the following keywords
	Keyword
	Definition

	Technical media codes
	

	Symbolic media codes
	

	Written media codes
	



Task: Describe how the following can be used to convey meaning, create impact and/or engage audiences 
	Keyword
	Description

	Animations
	

	Audio
	

	Camera techniques
	

	Colour
	

	Graphics
	

	Interactivity
	

	Lighting
	

	Mise-en-scene
	

	Movement
	

	Transitions
	

	Typography
	





Exam style questions
Section A – Short Answer (2–4 marks each)
1. Define the term media codes and give one example. (2)
2. Identify one technical code used in film or television and explain how it creates meaning. (4)
3. Explain how symbolic codes (e.g. costume, setting, or body language) can be used to convey a character’s personality. (4)
4. Give one example of how written codes (such as headlines or captions) are used in newspapers or online news. (2)
5. How can the use of camera angles help to engage an audience in a TV drama? (4)

Section B – Longer Response (6–10 marks each)
6. Discuss how technical codes such as sound and editing are used to create impact in action films. Use examples to support your answer. (6)
7. Explain how media producers use written and symbolic codes to influence audience understanding in advertising. Use at least one example. (8)
8. Analyse how different types of media codes are combined to engage audiences in television news programmes. (10)

Section C – Scenario/Case Study (10–12 marks each)
9. A new horror film is being produced. Explain how symbolic codes (such as costume, colour, and lighting) and technical codes (such as sound and camera movement) could be used to create fear and suspense for the audience. (10)
10. A magazine aimed at young adults is being redesigned. Analyse how written codes (headlines, slogans, typography) and symbolic codes (images, clothing, setting) might be used to attract and engage its target audience. (12)
11. A trailer for a new superhero film is being created. Evaluate how technical, symbolic, and written codes could be used together to convey meaning and generate excitement among audiences. (12)

