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Health and safety
	Exam specification
	

	Teaching content
	Breadth and depth

	· Health and safety risks and hazards in all phases of production
· Actions to mitigate health and safety risks and hazards
· Risks assessments
· Location recces
	To include:
· Know common risks and hazards in media production
· What is required of media producers to mitigate health and safety risks and hazards
· What risk assessments are and the purpose of risk assessments
· What location recces are and the purpose of location recces
Does not include:
· Specific Acts of legislation
· The creation of a risk assessment or recce



Health & Safety
Definition:
In the media industry, health & safety refers to the procedures, rules, and precautions taken to protect cast, crew, and the public from harm during production. It ensures that the working environment is safe and that risks are minimised.
Examples in Media:
· Checking lighting rigs and cables to avoid accidents on a film set.
· Making sure actors wear protective gear during stunt work.
· Following fire safety rules in a studio.
Synonyms / Alternative Terms:
· Safety regulations
· Safety protocols
· Workplace safety
· Occupational safety
· Safety management



Mitigate
Definition:
In the media industry, to mitigate means to take action to reduce the likelihood or severity of potential risks during production. It doesn’t remove the risk entirely but makes it safer to proceed.
Examples in Media:
· Using harnesses to reduce the danger of falls during stunt filming.
· Scheduling breaks to prevent fatigue on long shoots.
· Waterproofing equipment to reduce damage during outdoor filming.
Synonyms / Alternative Terms:
· Reduce
· Lessen
· Minimise
· Lower
· Diminish
· Control

Risk Assessment
Definition:
A risk assessment is a formal document that identifies potential hazards in a production, evaluates the level of risk, and outlines steps to control or mitigate those risks. It is essential for legal and safety compliance.
Examples in Media:
· Identifying trip hazards from cables in a studio.
· Assessing weather conditions for an outdoor shoot.
· Checking whether stunts require specialist supervision.
Synonyms / Alternative Terms:
· Safety assessment
· Hazard analysis
· Risk evaluation
· Safety check
· Danger assessment



Location Recces
Definition:
A location recce (short for “reconnaissance”) is a pre-production visit to a filming or photography location to assess its suitability. This includes checking lighting, sound, accessibility, health & safety issues, and whether permissions are needed.
Examples in Media:
· Visiting a city street to check background noise levels before filming.
· Inspecting a warehouse for available power sources.
· Checking weather exposure when filming outdoors.
Synonyms / Alternative Terms:
· Location scouting
· Site visit
· Location survey
· Venue check
· Field inspection



Task: Exam style questions
Section A – Short Answer (2–4 marks each)
1. Define health & safety in media production and give one example. (2)
2. What does it mean to mitigate a risk during media production? (2)
3. Identify two things that might be included in a risk assessment for a film shoot. (2)
4. Explain why a location recce is important before filming at an outdoor site. (4)
5. Give one example of how health & safety rules protect the cast or crew during production. (2)

Section B – Longer Response (6–8 marks each)
6. Discuss how a risk assessment can help media producers identify and control potential hazards on set. (6)
7. Explain the role of location recces in ensuring both creative and safety needs are met. Use examples from at least one media sector. (8)
8. Analyse how mitigation strategies can reduce risks without stopping a production from going ahead. (8)

Section C – Scenario/Case Study (10–12 marks each)
9. A student film crew is planning to record a chase scene in a busy town centre. Explain how risk assessments and health & safety procedures should be applied in this situation. (10)
10. A production company is preparing to film a stunt involving fire. Evaluate how mitigation, health & safety, and risk assessment should work together to keep the cast and crew safe. (12)
11. A television team wants to shoot in a rural field. Analyse how a location recce would help identify both creative opportunities and safety issues. (12)


